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Yuka: Today, our news is: A Public School Transitions to Montessori from Edutopia. In 2010,
Latta Elementary School in South Carolina began transitioning from a traditional public
school to a public Montessori school.
Sherry: I’ 'm wondering is it common for a traditional school to transfer to a Montessori
school?
Yuka: Actually, according to the news, such transitions are difficult.
Sherry: Then, why did the Latta Elementary School mean to do it? Couldn’ t they just
remain the same?
Yuka: John Kirby, the superintendent of the school district hopes to make learning more
forward-looking and engaging for every child. He tasked district administrators with
developing new schoolwide approaches to prepare their students to be successful.
Sherry: It sounds the school mean to transform their system spontaneously. Latta
Elementary School WREAZHEZBHENEE  EFELAFHNEERE |
Yuka: Yes! Actually, Latta Elementary School is in South Carolina. And South Carolina has

the largest number of public Montessori schools in the U.S.



Sherry: Wow! It is a really good thing! Seems people there are aware of the education
quality so much that lots of schools are eager to improve their teaching. By the way,
what' s the difference between conventional school and Montessori school?

Yuka: Yeah,I" m going to explain it further. Start with their teaching philosophy. According
to Aamada, a teacher in Latta Elementary School, “We are not just teaching them
standards and content, but we' re trying to teach them how to be a person. They' re
learning how to respect others. They' re learning to take care of themselves and their
environment, not just two plus two.”

Sherry: Does it mean they expect their students to care more about others instead of just
focusing on themselves?

Yuka: That' s correct! Montessori schools emphasize student agency, cooperation, and
self-directed learning. There are two main features of Montessori schools, one is mix-aged
classroom and the other is individualized work plans.

Sherry: Let me guess about mix-aged classroom! Does it mean students from different
grades would be mixed in a classroom and study together?

Yuka: That' sit. You can tell it from the words already. But would you like to guess the year
range? MEBARBHEEELEAMERINERS KO TR —EITK ?

Sherry: Is it three? | just guess it randomly. haha

Yuka: Well, you' re right! Schools are usually in classrooms with a three-year age range, 3
to 6 years old in one class; 6 to 9 years old in another and so on.

Sherry: | guess this way the older kids can really serve as those role models for the younger
ones.

Yuka: Yeah. It allows older students to be leaders or mentors to help teach lessons while
younger students have the experience of working with older classmates.

Sherry: The mixed-age classroom sounds great. But if students could teach and help each

other, what should teachers do then?



Yuka: That' s agood question! Teachers in Montessori don” t stand at the front delivering
the same information to 30 children while trying to keep all of them at the same page.
Instead, the teacher would help students in a one-on-one setting or in small groups.
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Yuka: Exactly! Montessori does all this with no grades, no tests, and no homework.

Sherry: Ohhhh! I' 'm so envious of it. | used to have tons of homework in my study years.
Yuka: Yeah, me too. Also, flexible classroom designs let students choose where they work
and what they work on.

Sherry: You mean they don’ t even have their own assigned seats? They can decide
wherever they’ d like to go?

Yuka: That' swhat| mean about flexible classroom designs. In Montessori school, students
have rugs that they work on. They have their lessons on that rug. As they get finished with
the lesson, they can get up, they can go, and they can move.

Sherry: The rugs sound like their “portable” seats. By the way, how do students know
what they need to learn or what mentors need to teach?

Yuka: Here comes to another feature of Montessori school, which is individualized work

plan. Rather than whole class lessons, each student will have their own study lessons at a
different pace. 3 —EZHERABRNFEE - MEBNELEREERTEZBERENAL LN "2E8E
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Sherry: Then, how do teachers create the individualized works?

Yuka: Actually, teachers still instruct pretty much the same thing to all the students, but
they aren’ t at the same pace. Individual child learns what they need to learn; some work
together; some work individually; when they need help in any way, they' Il let teachers

know and they sit down and work together



Sherry: | guess this way, each student can fully engage in lessons and learn something new.
They don’ t need to compare with others but just follow their pace and improve little by
little.

Yuka: Also, it fosters each students’ natural learning desire. Teaches would support
students’ learning needs.

Sherry: What do you mean by that?

Yuka: " Il tell you a real story to further explain. Here is an 8-year-old girl interested in long
division after the teacher demonstrates some examples. One day, the teacher watched her
create her own simple division problem, the calculations began to near the bottom of the
page. The teacher quickly brought over more paper and some hours later when the girl
decided she was done, there were so many sheets of paper taped to each other, from the
ceiling to the floor.

Sherry: From the ceiling to the floor! | think children in Montessori can indeed follow their
interests wherever that passion leads regardless what other kids in the class are working
on.

Yuka: That' sreally true.

Sherry: Montessori teaching method seems totally different with conventional teaching.
Did Latta Elementary School face any challenge while transitioning to Montessori school?
Yuka: Yes, of course they do. The school took five years to complete its transition. Some
teachers confess that the transverse is tough for them for they have been in traditional
school for almost 30 years.

Sherry: And it" s difficult for them to move over to a complete different way of presenting
lessons or setting up their classroom.
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Sherry: How about the outcome? I’ m curious about if students change anyway.



Yuka: After the transition, the biggest impact is that their children become independent
thinkers and very good problem-solvers.

Sherry: That' s wonderful! Under the circumstance, | believe students can definitely be
more prepared and competent in the ever-changing society.

Yuka: Just like the superintendent of Latta Elementary School said, “Montessori is very
much lin tune to what' s going on in today’ s world now: cooperative learning, helping
your peers, learning at your own speed, being challenged. We are creating children who
want to learn.”

Sherry: That' s it. This is our news for today. Hope you enjoy it.



