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Anny: Today' s two pieces of news are about education in Honduras. First, do you know
that Taekwondo adopted as part of regular school curriculum in Honduras? According to
The Korean Herald, Taekwondo, a Korean martial art, has been adopted as a part of the
regular curriculum at public elementary schools in Honduras. {REIZENS ? 7= &R HT X 68 [ i
RS EBRMALI/NEIETNRIZRE -
Irene: A ceremony was held at an elementary school in the capital of
Honduras, on Tuesday to celebrate the launch of the first regular taekwondo class in Latin
America. The regular taekwondo classes will be held for about 1,800 pupils at 15
elementary schools. The taekwondo education at Honduran public schools is not elective
but mandatory and is taught by Honduran masters, not Korean teachers. Second- and
third-grade students attend the taekwondo class twice a week. E2H ] EMME AT ERE
RIERFARIREBRRE - IEREHE 15 F/NER 1800 ZELER LIRZEER @ FHhlZE
—FHhBLE  BELMRIEER -
Anny: Taekwondo classes have been held for officials and citizens in Mexico, Argentina
and other Latin American countries. But it is the first time in Latin America that public

schools have adopted the Korean martial art as part of the regular curriculum. 2410
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Irene: South Korean Ambassador said: “The inclusion of taekwondo in public Honduran
schools' curriculum will pave the ground for increasing the world's taekwondo population,”
and they expect the taekwondo public education will spread in other Latin American
countries as well.
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Irene: In Honduras, where 9 million people live on a land slightly bigger than South
Korea's, taekwondo is recognized as the second most popular sport after football. And
most surprisingly, Porfirio Lobo Sosa, who served as president of Honduras from 2010 to
2014, has a third-degree black belt in taekwondo and was awarded an honorary ninth-
degree certificate from the World Taekwondo Federation during his visit to South Korea in
2011. R /Y SRFRIEIKIN - REEBTEARIBE _SEINES 7 - T ABTN - REH
R EBTARBIREE  MEEERET 3 K|

Anny: That' s so cool! Generally, in Taiwan, we can only learn taekwondo at private
institutes or clubs in the university. Take me as an example, | only knew how to play
basketball, baseball, and badminton before entering the university. So happy for Honduran
students!

Irene: Yes! However, I ve heard that education in Honduras is not that prevalent as in
Taiwan, not many families can afford the tuition, though it" s common that parents from
high Social-Economic status always have their children attend international schools to
learn Spanish and English. Hopefully, according to CBS News on May 21, 2019, private

school in Honduras aims to lift students out of poverty. EE R & U EMZHERK - B2
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Anny: Students at the Honduran Independence Bilingual School, or HIBS, study

reading, math and English, not to prepare them for futures in the U.S., but rather in the
hope that they will stay in their homeland and turn this poor country around. The concept
that children who learn English will stay here to help others is unproven. Unless you look at
Vivian Claros, who founded HIBS. She learned English and became a teacher to escape
poverty ZEBUHIAA T EEERNBELAZEMAL FBRMEM LE  MER F/HXEBECHR
°

Irene: It all started with Glen and Karen Evans’ s efforts, who set out to help the people of
Honduras. They decided to help Hondurans help themselves, encouraging education and
free enterprise, which they believed would be self-sustaining. For example, their new
charity — Art For Humanity — initially paid Hondurans for arts and crafts to be sold in the
U.S. But over the years, it has evolved and expanded into a group of enterprises both big
and small.

Anny: HIBS opened in 2006 with some 25 students in pre-school, first and second grades.
Today there are about 125 students with plans to increase both the number of students,
and the number of grades. Students come from all economic backgrounds. About 12
students are on full scholarships; another 50 with partial scholarships, paid by Art for
Humanity donors. 2006 A IIFIEARA 25 24 - MIBEEKERS 125 MI2RBE AR &S
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Irene: The school is modest, with cinder block construction and a corrugated steel roof. But
the classrooms are colorful and the atmosphere is lively. The students arrive in fresh,

private-school uniforms. The girls squeal with delight, and hug each other in the morning.



The younger children play on the seesaws and sliding boards. Older ones organize soccer
matches at every opportunity.

Anny: The teachers and staff wears shirts emblazoned with the school's motto: "Educating
the Future Leaders of Honduras."
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Irene: The schools are giving families something in short supply in Honduras — hope. The
founder can point to some "successes," including a student who recently graduated from
law school and another currently in medical school, and both want to help poor children.
BEBREOEB/EBENMEREFTATR /FE  EELENELAREEER  HEEXEENHZ
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Anny: It" s really delightful to see the positive influences on these students. Although we
have a better learning environment than in Honduras, like the enrollment rate of
compulsory education in Taiwan is about 97%, there are still some children from low
socioeconomic status families have learning difficulties. Thankfully, ministry of education
and many other organizations have set up scholarships and teaching programs, such as
remedial teaching, to improve students' learning condition.
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MNROIPIHBEBN AT LR - BEEEEZ S EM ~ Based on my experience of after-school
tutoring, if the teacher teach students with an interesting way, students would be strongly
motivated. And with all these improvements, students can eventually fulfill their dreams.

Therefore, we still look forward to a brighter and better future of education.



