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Chunyi: With the new QS rankings coming out this June, many universities have been
bragging about their top-notch performance, but is university rankings really that
important?

Vivian: Various international university ranking systems have mushroomed since the first
Academic Ranking of World Universities (Arwu, or Shanghai Ranking) started in 2003. B¢
2003 W EBHFRHER - MEEEEATSARNABRHRZFLIR -

Chunyi: Generally, the ranking scores have been used for universities’ marketing purposes
as well as evidence of academic improvement to help secure funding. They are also used
as KPIs for academics who can then get their papers published in high quality journals.

Rankings assist students and parents in making decisions on higher education. —#&2R&% -
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Vivian: When it comes to choosing higher education institutions, most parents and
secondary school students (especially those from Asian countries) are tempted to go with
universities placed highly in world university rankings.
Chunyi: University administrators and the public in Asia and Latin America are obsessed
with these ranking games. However, this is not the case in the US and UK & ZAaail i1 T 3=
MNHUBREAZRFRRAFEEENER  BEAEHRELEHBLAZNLNEE -
Vivian: In the US alone, according to an online survey of more than 15,000 students in 2009,
only 10% of the participants indicated that they would take rankings into account when
considering college options. EER—RE LIS ER  RAPHN—ELFREE P R
10%HNELXTEEZEABREEEZRNBEE - About 47% of them would first consider
academic programmes and faculties, followed by financial considerations (21%), and
campus environment and student life (13%)
Chunyi: There is a lack of awareness about how the ranking systems work, and what
information or indication we can extract from the ranking results. One particularly
important point of which the public should be aware is the lack of reliable indicators or
measurements to assess how well a university is doing in teaching and learning.552 A A
MEEEHZNER  IAHMENRUMUBREMNEIRER  —EATRRRZNEGSSTER  BLEHS
TWAEERRHERBEINE -
Vivian: All four prominent ranking bodies — QS, THE, Arwu Academic Ranking of World
Universities and Center for World University Rankings (CWUR) — do not directly or
effectively reflect actual teaching quality at the undergraduate level.
Chunyi: The second best options adopted by the QS and THE are proxy indicators such as
“Faculty/Student Ratio” , “International Student Ratio” and “International Faculty
Ratio” . This claim is supported by a 2017 finding by the UK' s Teaching Excellence
Framework (TEF, a system assessing the quality of teaching), that TEF gold-rated
universities are ranked low in other existing university rankings, which implicates a strong

inverse correlation between research and the teaching quality of the university. 2 2017
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Vivian: The other reason why many professors from the UK and US pay no attention to

certain rankings is due to the “peer-to-peer reputation survey” , which lacks transparency

and is not validated. 5 —EEREXRBAESH D HRBHNRESRBES LB RMAN " E1EH
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Chunyi: Meanwhile, a systematic research performed on 13 ranking systems (including QS,

THE, Arwu and CWUR) has shown that “reputation surveys, self-reported and unvalidated

data, and non-replicable analyses” would negatively affect the quality of rankings

Vivian: Rankings relying on “peer-to-peer reputation survey” indicators (such as
“Academic Reputation” and “Employer Reputation” ) have been found to show low

replicability of ranking results, and do not reflect the quality of teaching and learning

environments of a university .Furthermore, results and data of peer reputation surveys are

not made available to the public.

Chunyi: Given the fishy methodologies, rankings should not be used for comparison of

universities or in making decisions on higher education. AR BFR 755 E 55 - FILSHEHES

TAZERHRIERZIABYHSETHAEMEIRE -

Vivian: Consulting students currently studying at the particular university, visiting the
university, talking to the professors and spending time as interns at the university would be
a better approach to getting to know the quality of the targeted institution.

Chunyi: Rankings should also not be used by university leaders or governments to help
design strategies and education policies. Most ranking organisations are marketing
companies, whose aims and visions are profit-oriented. 59} - AR S EEHZNEERTT
HAE  BUEANRERR  FAMMAARENEHEZEREEET ©  When these
companies succeeded in influencing the public to use their rankings, university leaders are

under stress to follow the measurements set by those companies because they are key to



generating revenue. A higher ranking would mean more student applications, and hence
better quality students and staff to be recruited.

Vivian: To the government, to a certain extent, ranking information is useful for aiding
decision-making in terms of funding and budgeting research activities. But they should not
be relying on ranking results. Rankings do not show the actual scene, and are merely overly
generalised interpretations of a university’ s performance, such as in research.

Chunyi: Meanwhile, policymakers and governments in advanced non-English speaking
countries would never bother looking at ranking measurements. Germany and Finland
have prestigious universities and a high standard of tertiary education. Their universities
are not ranked top in any of the ranking systems. ZFZ T 5 LM S A IEEZE RBE R
REGIEBERIEASEOEENE  NEBEESENAEEILRER LTAS  BESSEHE
NmEEHRAREES 2B -

Vivian: Meanwhile, in March 2019, a report published by the Universitas 21 on 50 countries
revealed more details about the ranking of national higher education systems.

Chunyi: Led by researchers from the University of Melbourne, the “U21 Ranking of
National Higher Education Systems” assesses a country’ s higher education system by
looking at issues such as government expenditure on tertiary education as a percentage of
GDP, expenditure for research and development as a percentage of GDP, output such as
total articles produced, impact of articles as measured by citations, number of researchers
and unemployment among graduates.

Vivian: A university ranking system, for the sake of the betterment of society, should be
used as a motivation indicator for improvement. This would benefit society and the
scientific community through research and academic activities, eventually strengthening
the economies of the respective nations and regions through scientific outcomes and
impacts on humanity. XA2HREZEZSFARBABRHERBENS NARR - MIF—EFFETR
B MNIER  EEEABAEERBE ABTHEUEHAISMWLEER
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Vivian: B% - EEBIRNERENEmERFEEMR  REENEEHERE LTSI
B - #EREUFRKEHZZPLBERENUE -
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Vivian: That is all for today’ s news.



