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Irene: Today we focus on the news in the Netherlands. According to the national academy
for educational research, on January 31th, 2019, in the Netherlands, internationalization in
education is gaining pace. S X {FIZ R BT BRI B BIFR(EIR M -

Anny: Learning another language or through the medium of another language, taking part
in an exchange abroad or an international curriculum, are becoming increasingly common.
What is striking is that, on average, pupils and students embrace internationalization faster
than their (future) teachers/lecturers. These are the key findings of "Focus on
Internationalization", a report which Nuffic, the Dutch organisation for internationalisation
in education, presented on 31 January 20109.

Irene: This is the first time an analysis has been made of how international the Dutch
education sector actually is. The analysis indicates that pupils and students in all sectors of
education encounter internationalization but that it certainly does not involve everyone. In

addition, pupils and students appear to acquire international experience in a wide variety



ofways. eIl = = A B BRI E (Nuffic)l H 31 HEERXRZESIAABEREEERER
DITRRNSRABEENBENBLHAERSERRERLE - BUANRZTEBNES - 5 -
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Anny: In primary education, the emphasis is on learning a foreign language and global
citizenship. Some 1,250 primary schools offer English from Year 1. In secondary education,
almost 40% of all schools provide some form of internationalization. Through increased
foreign language provision, provision of an international curriculum or exchanges for
pupils and teachers, for example. With more than 36,000 pupils, the network for Bilingual
Education is one of the largest networks in secondary education.
Irene: In schools with an international curriculum, pupils work with other countries, for
example, which enables them to see subject content from a different perspective. As a
result, pupils not only do better in a foreign language but they also acquire international
skills. fTE/NE[&E - EMWEINEZEBRIERRAEHS - 498 1,250 F/NE1EE 1 FRBHER
Amanie  EPEMEE - 4 A0%NEREHABRENNBEREHE ; AW - BEIBMIMERES -
ABEMAENR A SEBBINORIEERRESS - FFAREE 36,000 BEEMBEBLEHS -
Anny: 7.6% of students in senior secondary vocational education go abroad to study or to
undertake a work placement. The figure for higher education is slightly higher, at 25%. The
Netherlands is ahead of other EU countries in this regard. Far fewer students choose to
study in full at a foreign research university or university of applied sciences: only 2%,
compared with a European average of 3.3%.
Irene: Bl Y SPEER - 7.6 %HNSHEXLIIFINEZBN TFEE - SFTABREER - LB
MEBRNEEEE 25% - AERNEMBERXK - B2 - #BINKRBEZEBUNELTEES 2% -
EREUMN 3.3%HF 198 - According to the analysis, coordination with secondary education
could be better. Pupils who started learning English early on in primary school, for example,
enter secondary education at the same level as other pupils.
Anny: Besides, Teachers or lecturers play a key role in developing the international skills of

pupils and students. If teachers or lecturers have developed these skills themselves, they



will be in a better position to help their pupils/students do likewise. However, the
researchers conclude that, on average, they are less quick to embrace internationalization
than pupils and students. ZETH R IFESBERIBRIREERIEZRBIER - 2 - HIRABERIR
RER D A EMTE R B R AR E SR BN 2L

Irene: Teachers or lecturers, for example, make very limited use of the opportunities they
are offered for going abroad. The same applies to students on teacher training courses,
who are the teachers of the future. BI1ZEM £ N0 EN 15 FIFRAE A9 BN 15 42 W AR = FH W BRI A9 1%
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Anny: In conclusion, gaining international experience at school and university is crucial for
pupils and students if they are to hold their own on the jobs market and in society as a
whole. If they have international skills, they will be better able to engage with other cultures
and they will understand their own culture better. 2E#MEMZNAE N E - EEERLEE
ZHER  NMRERBIREEE - ses0BEEMSUERERE - KRBk 7 BEZXIE -

Irene: Nuffic emphasises that internationalisation also has a broader impact: it can help
strengthen our knowledge economy, align education more closely with the jobs market
and enable more effective collaboration with other countries at political, social and
economic level. Nuffic 385 - BEIFRMEEEEZEMNEE S - ol AEBI@RMELE  BERE
S S HBEMEDS - WANEEE - #ENAERER FEEMBERETRINNSIE -

Anny: However, according to the Pie News and The World View on August 7th, 2019, a
major setback for internationalization in the Netherlands could be afoot as the ministry of
education, science and culture has announced plans to cut Nuffic' s budget from 2021. 74
- RBES—RIFE  TEABREXEEEHIFE 2021 FFEMmIm =8 E R 2B A (Nuffic)
BE -

Irene: At risk are the Netherlands Education Support Offices — the Nuffic offices abroad —
which have facilitated international education cooperation between the Netherlands and

the countries in which they operate, and supported international student recruitment.



According to Nuffic, the ministry also intends to stop funding the Holland Alumni Network,
a state-funded system to connect all international alumni of Dutch institutions.

Anny: TIEERTEREMB T EN S EEAEERAZE - 5 Nuffic FIBIMEAZE - IIEEREET
BHHEIJFENBERABESF  URBEREENAS - oLERESEEASINZIER - & Nuffic # -
SR BATNESRLEEETRERARESE B2 —EEEEERNZIKRAFEE -

Irene: Another area that may face cuts will be that of internationalization activities at
primary, secondary and vocational institutions, an approach which clashes with last year’ s
letter by minister in which internationalization of Vocational Education and Training was an
area of focus. &% - Bl/)\ - PEPABEERWEIROEBNERINTE  SHEEFZEA
BEREBMEAOREE R CRBERT &R -

Anny: The ministry, Nuffic explained, is yet to confirm whether and in which format these
activities will continue to exist. EE IR R ARFIIARABHER EMLER PR CBUR ol & 74 -
RE—BERALE  #EANULETHRABEIRE -
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Anny: As gaining international experience in education is becoming increasingly common,
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we should all seize the opportunities around us!



