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Yuka: Today, our new title is “Coronavirus outbreak forces China’ s after-school activities
to shut down — or move online” from CNBC # &SR fm e & 15 1E 15 P B A PERIERE R BN
B e R ERR AR L -
Cathy: Currently, coronavirus has been the first-concerned issue for everyone.
Yuka: Right. Almost all news on TV are talking about it.
Cathy: And, according to my understanding, the situation in China is very serious, right?
Yuka: Yes. The death toll is higher than other country and the number of infections is stilling
increasing. To limit the spread of the virus, the government has already postponed the
resumption of school.
Cathy: Same as Taiwan. The winter vacation was also extended.
Yuka: And, that is the reason we are going to talk about the online courses today.
Cathy: Because students couldn’ t go to schools, the offline courses are suspended now.
Yuka: Currently, there has been a surge in the need of online courses in China.
Cathy: Since the start of the new semester has been delayed, | guess parents might be busy
making online course registration for their kids.
Yuka: Because parents are worried that their children might be incapable of competing with

their peers.



Cathy: | can understand that. Parents all wish their kids to be the most outstanding one. |
was curious about the online education in China.

Yuka: Well, actually, the online education in China is quite competitive. There are several
companies in China which offer online courses, such as TAL Education, New Oriental
Education, Koolearn. They all invest much money into their business.

Cathy: How do they react to the increasing demand of online courses?

Yuka: TAL Education put much efforts into the advertisement. They started to use social
media platform like Weibo to promote their courses. By doing this, they wish they could
reach more people and increase the enrollment of their courses.

Cathy: They are pretty smart!

Yuka: However, most of the companies are offering basic kindergarten to 12th grade
classes for free during this time period.

Cathy: Why do they do so?

Yuka: Not only want to have some contribution to the society and enable their kids to do
self-study during this period, they also hope that online tutoring could be more prevalent
in China one day. For those hesitant parents, they can reconsider to let their children enroll
in the courses. Also,

Cathy: They can approach to more potential customers!

Yuka: That' s right. However, things will not always go smoothly, they do encounter some
difficulties now.

Cathy: Like what?

Yuka: Since online courses charge less than offline courses, actually, their revenues is
decreased. Also, they are short on teachers.

Cathy: Because they need experienced teachers to shoot those videos. Face-to-face
teaching is different from online teaching. China has a vast number of teachers, but not all

of them have the experience of teaching online.



Yuka: Exactly. Therefore, some companies are planning to turn to the government for
support.

Cathy: Hope they could come up with a proper way of dealing with it.

Yuka: Cathy, did you have the experience in taking online courses?

Cathy: Yes, | do. | have taken language courses in Coursera before.

Yuka: I know that. But, | think not all of our audience know what Coursera is. Would you like
to introduce it in brief?

Cathy: Sure. Coursera is a platform features of providing various free online courses taught
by professors from famous universities around the world.

Yuka: That" s right. What course did you take?

Cathy: | took a Korean language course. Which is for beginners.

Yuka: Interesting. Why did you want to learn Korean?

Cathy: Well, it" s quite complicated. It is actually one of the requirements of a course | took
in my freshman year. The professor wanted us to have more understanding of online
courses because online education has become a trend. She wanted us to be familiar with it
and experience it in order to find out the pros and cons of learning online.

Yuka: Got it. Then, why did you choose Korean?

Cathy: Emm, because | was quite crazy about K-pop at that time. | watched lots of Korean
entertainments and TV series and it gave me the motivation to learn Korean. If | could
understand Korean, | don’ t have to rely on the subtitle so much.

Yuka: That makes sense. According to your experience, what' s the advantage of taking
online courses? | mean, comparing to the offline courses.

Cathy: The major advantage is that you can take courses everywhere in any time. Basically,
taking online courses is like watching videos. I’ m not sure about other courses. However,
the course | took only has five videos and each video was around 20 to 25 minutes. So, you
can watch it while taking public transit or during the break in school. You can make the

most use of your own time.



Yuka: | agree with you. That is really a huge advantage for people.

Cathy: Plus, you can repeatedly watch the part that you don’ tunderstand and figure it out.
In class, sometimes we will miss something if the teacher speaks too fast. However, while
taking online courses, you don’ t have to worried about that. You can watch the video
again and again.

Yuka: Indeed. What if you have some questions?

Cathy: That' s a really good question. Actually, you point out the disadvantage of taking
online courses. When you got some questions on your mind, there is no one who can
answer you. When | was taking the Korean language courses, | always had some questions
on my mind.

Yuka: Like what?

Cathy: Like, | was not sure if | pronounce the word correctly. Cause | just repeated what
teacher said, and no one will correct me or tell me what can | do to improve my
pronunciation.

Yuka: So, it will influence your learning effect?

Cathy: Yeah, kind of. Also, | think staring at the screen for a long time is harmful to our
eyesight.

Yuka: Not to mention that we have already spent a lots time checking our smartphone
every day.

Cathy: Exactly. I think it is probably one of the concerns of those hesitant parents.

Yuka: | agree. We have been talking about those online courses provided by companies or
other platforms. Then, what about the online courses offered by schools?

Cathy: What did you mean by that?

Yuka: I’ m not sure if you noticed this news before. Since the winter vacation had been
extended, there is a school in Kaohsiung called Yancheng Junior High School, teachers
there decided to shoot videos for students to preview the contents of several subjects at

home. Teachers make their own teaching videos and post them on Youtube channel. Then,



students can watch those videos at home. If students have questions, they could comment
on the videos and teachers would reply to it.

Cathy: This method can solve the disadvantage we discussed before. Students don’ t have
to worried about asking questions without receiving any replies.

Yuka: That' sright. Some teachers also give assignment to their students by putting a link
below the video. Students can download and finish it by their own.

Cathy: So, after the entire discussion, what did you think about the online courses?

Yuka: Well, | think even though there are still some disadvantages for us to deal with,
learning online will become a trend in the future.

Cathy: | agree with you. | think it cannot replace the role of teacher, but it will be more and

more popular and prevalent.



